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Bill

jtrther to am.end the preuention oJ Electronic Crimes Act, 2016

WIIEREAS it is expedient further to amend the prevention of Electronic. Crimes Act,
2016 VL ot.2C16) in the manner and for the purposcs hereinaftcr appearing;

It is hereby enactcd as follows;-

1. Short tltle and commenceaent. - (f) This Act shal.l be called as the Prevention of
Dlectronlc Crimes (Amendment) Act, 2025.

(21 It shall come into force at once.

2, Amendment of sectloa 2, Act XL ot 2Ol6.- In the Prevention o[ Electronlc Crimes

Act, 2016 (XL of 2016) hereinafter referred to as "the said Act", in section 2, in sub-sectioh

(1), -
(a) after clause (iii), the following new clause (iiia), shall be inserted, namely: -

"(iiia) 'aspersion" means spreading falsc and harmiul information which

. damages the reputation ofa person;";

(b) for clause (iv), the fo owing shall be substituted, namely;-

"(iv) "Authorit/ means the Social Media Protection and Regulatory Authority
' established under section 2A';

(cl for clause (via), tho following shall be substituted, namely:-

'(via) "eomplainanfl means any person who makes complaint of any offence

under this Act and includes a victim, or an individual having substantial

. reasons to believe that the offence has been committed;"

"(vib) "inquiry" includes every inquiry conducted by an investigation agency on

a complaint made in writing";

(c) after clause (:orv), the following new clauses shall be inserted, namely:-

"(>ocva) 'Unlawfut or offensive content" means the offence as defiried in section

. 2Rt
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(xxvb) 'person" means a legal or natural person and includes a body politic or

. corporate;

(xxvb)"prescribed" means rules or regulations made under this Actf,;

(d) after clause (xxviiia), tfre ibttowing new clause shall be inserted, namely:-

"(xxviiib) 'social media platform: means-
. -.i \

(a) any person that owns, provides or manages online

information system for proviSion of social media or social

network service; or

(b) a website, application or mobile web application, platform or

communication channcl and any other such application and

service that permits a person to become a registered uscr,

establish an account, or create a public profile for the

primary purpose of allowing the user to post or share user-

generated contcnt through such an account or profile or

enables onc or more users to generate cofltent that can

be viewed, posted or shared by other users of such platform

but shall not include the licensees of Pakistan

Telecommunication Authorily;' ; and

(e) after clause 1xxx1, ttre fo'llowing nerv clause shall be inserted, namely:-

'(xxxa) "Tribunal" means the Social Media Protec lion 'Iribunal establistred

under Chapter 1C;".

3, Irsertlon of Chaptera 1A,.IB and IC, Act XL of 2QL6.- In the said Act, after

Chapter I, the following new Chapters shall be inserted, namely:-
(CHAPTER 1A

,. AUTHORITY

2A. E3ts.btlshEert of the Authorfty.- (1) As soon as may be after the

commcncement of the Prevention of Electronic Crimes (Amendmcnt) Act, 2025 ( of
2025), thc Federal Government shall, by notilication in the official Gazette, establish an



Authority to be known as the Social Media protection and Regulatory Authority for carrying
out the purposes of this Act.

12) The Authority sha.ll bc a body corporatc having pcrpetual succession and a
common scal and may suc and be sued in its own name with po!.y.crs subject to and
Ior thc purposes ofthis Act to hotd and dispose of propcrty and to enter into contract.

(S) The principal office of the Authority shall be at Islamabad and it may sct up
other offices i.n the provincial capitals and at such other places across pakistan as

the Authodty may deem appropriate.

28. Powera and fulctloa8 of t]lc Authority.- (1) In addition to the fnnctions and
powers specified otherwise in this Act, the Authority shall have the lollowing powers and

functions, namely:-

(al promote education and rcsearch in the related lield;

(b) promote, incentivize and facilitate social media platform;

(c) promote awareness about issues in the public and private sector through

print, digital or social and electronic media etc., or any other mcdium as

the Authority may deem appropriate;

(d) ensure onlinc safety and riBhts ofpersons on social mcdia irlatforms from

any kind of harm;

(e) rcgulate thc unlaw{ul or offensive content on the sircial media platforms

acccssible from Pakistan;

(0 regulate enlistmcnt of social media platforms;

(g) grant, renew, rcfuse, suspend and revoke enlistment of social media

plaiform;

(h) to partially or futly block social mcdia platiorm if it fails to comply with

the provisions under this Act until the compliance is made;

(i) issue guidelines, directives and standards for social media platforms;

[) proceed on applications made on any contravention under this Act and

take actions accordingly;
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0)

tk)

(m)

(n)

{o)

(p)

(q)

(r)

(s)

(t)

(u)

its

prescribe fines for contravention of the provisions of Chapters 1A and 1B

or rules or regulations madc thcreunder;

issue dlrections to the relevant authorities to block or remoye the
unlawful or offensive content for the r€asons to be recorded in writing for
a period of thirty days subjcct to grant of another cxtension if any for
maximum pcriod of tttirty days by majority of all r}re members of thc
Authority;

coordinate or engagc with other authoritics, intcrnational agencics or
organizations, in any study, training or cooperation project rclated to
online safety;

enter into contracts as may be necessary for the discharge of any of its
powers and functions;

cngage in human resource dcvelopment and training of its officers and

staff;

liaise and interact with counterpart organizations in ottrer countries for

capacity building and cxchange of information;

carry out capacity building and training of relevant entrepreneurs and

providing them with facilities, including bur not limited to, setting up

incubation centcrs to promote responsible social media platforms;

coordinate the implementation oI any foreign-aided technical assistance

projects;

makc regulations for rcceiving or processin8 complaints and to provide a

remedial mechanism;

to initiate action on any contravention of the provisions of this Act or

rules made thercundcr on its own motion or on receipt of an application

as the case may be;

constitute such committees or sub-committees, for thc performance of

functions, as it may dcem appropriate; and
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(v) perform any other function that is ancillary, incidental or
consequential to any of thc aforesaid functions,

2C. Coaplatnt to the Authorlty on fake lofornratioo. . Any person aggrieved by
fake and false information may apply to the Authorjty for removal or blocking access tb
such information and the Authority shall, on receipt of such application, forthwith, but not
later thar twenty-four hours, pass such orders as it considers necessary including an order
ior removal or blocking access to such information.

2D. CoEpositlon of the Authority. (1) ?he Authorigr shall consist of a

Chairperson and eight other members out ofr*,hich Secrctary Ministry of Intcrior, Chairman

PEMRA and Chairman Pakistan Te lccommunication Authority (PTA) or any membe r of P.IA

nominated by him shall be the cx-officio members.

(2) The Chairperson and ll've members, other than 
"*-orn",o 

members, shall be

appointed by the Federal Govemment on such terns and conditions as rnay be

determined by it. The Chairperson shall be eminent profcssional with recognized

bachelor's degree and with fifteen years' experience in information technology or law

or social media policy governance or related emerging technologies.

(3) The Chairperson and members, other than ex-offrcio members, shall be

appointed for a non-extendable period of five years, provided the Chairperson or a

member doea not exceed fifty-eight ycars ofage on the date ofhis initial appointment.

(4) The following shall qualifications of members, other than ex-officio Members,

namelyl -

a) a journalist registersd with any press club of Pakistan, having not less

than ten yeers of experience, with knolvn professional competence in his field,

and minimum qualihcations of a bachelor's degree in humanities or journalism,

recognized by the Higber Education Commission of Pakistan; '

b) a software engincer with a minimum qualiflcation ofa bachelor's degree

in software engineering or an allied subject recognized by the Higher Educatiorir

Commission of Pakistan havirg not less than ten years of experienbe;
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c) an advocate with a minimum qualilication of a bachelor,s degree in law
recognized by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan having nor less

than ten years of experience as practicing advocate;

d) a social media professional with a minimum qualification of a bachelor's

degree in an associated subject recognized by the Higher Education

Commission of Pakistan, with ten years of experience in the online and civil

rights space; and

e) a private sector IT entrepreneur with minimum qualification oI a

bachelor's degree recognizcd by thc Higher Education Commission of Pakistao

and having not less than ten years of field experience

(5) The Authority may delegate all or any of its functions and powers, other than.

the functions and powers under Chapter 1E}, to the Chairperson or any member or

such other officers of the Authority by notification in the oflicial gazcttc subjcct to

such conditions as it may deem appropriate.

(6) The powers of thc Authority in the matters relating to its administration and

human resources shall be exercised by the Chairperson in such manner as may be

prescribcd.

2E. ReEoval of Chairpersou and members.- (11 The Federal Government may

remove the Chakperson or.a member, other than ex-ofllcio members, from his ofhce iI he

is found unable to perform the functions of his ofhce due to mental or Physical disability,

inefficiency or to have committed misconduct.

Exptauatlon. - For the purposes of this section, the exprcssion "misconduct" means

conviction for any abuse or misusc of authority.

(21 ln case of a vacancy occurring due to the death, resignation, retirement or

removal of Chairperson or any member, other than the ex-officio members, the

Federal Government shall appoint another qualified person rvithin a period not

exceeding three months from the datc thc vacancy occurred.

(3) The Fcderal Govcrnment roay appoint an acting Chairperson out of the existing

members other than ex-ofhcio members lor a maximum period of three months, tP

perform day to day functions.
.

t
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2t. Mecthgs of thc Authorlty, ctc.- (1) The Chairperson, or in his abscncc the
member elected by the members present in the mccting, shall preside a mccling of thc
Authority.

(2) Fiye mcmbcrs, including at least two ex-olflcio members and the Chairpcrson,
shall constitute a quorum for meetings of the Authority.

Explanation- In casc of abscnce of Chairperson, members may elect one

mcmber as Chairperson to prcsidc tbc meeting.

(3) Thc mcmbcrs shall have thc right to rcccive at least seven days in advance

notice containing time, date and place of the meetint and the agenda of meeting on

which dccision by the Authority shall be taken.

(4) The decisions of the Aulhority shall bc takcn by majority of its members

present, and in case of a Lie, the Chairperson shall have a casting vote. Thc presence

ofmembers for the purposes of quorum shall be deemed to be adequate if thc meeting

is carried out through social media platforms.

(5) All ordcrs, detcrminations and directions of the Authorily shall be takcn in

w-riting and shall identify the orders, determinations and directions of thc

Chairperson and membe rs separatcly.

(6) No act or proceedings of the Authority shall be invalid by reason only of thc

cxistencc of a vacancy in or defect ir the constitution of thc Authority.

2G. Powers ard furctionr of the Chakper8on.- (l) The chairperson sha.ll also

lunction as thc chief cxccutivc of thc Authority and shall perforrn such functions and

exercise such powers as may be dclegated by the Authoriqy.

(2) The Chairperson sha.ll havc exclusjve powers to pcrform such functions and

excrcise such powcrs which rcquirc immediate action including issuance of dircction

for blocking of any unlawful online content:

Providcd that ary such exercise of power or performance of function shall be

subject to ratilication by thc Authority within forty-eight hours:

Providcd further that such ratification can be done by circulation,
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2H. Chairperson and membcrs Dot to engage themselves ln certaln buslness,
etc.(1) The Chairperson or any member, shall not, during the term ofoffice, e'ngage himself
in any other service, business, vocation or empioyment, or ent€r into the employment of, or

accept any advisory or consultancy relationship with any person or entity engaged in
applying for the registration from the Authorify or operating any media related business

within the purview of the Authority or in providing senrices or products to the Authority on

any ofthe projects, schemes, proposals or plans undertaken, executed or supervised by thb

Autlority or any relaled undertaking of such aforesaid person or entity. The Chairperson

or any member shall not have ary direct or indirect financial interest or any connection

which might reasonably be viewed as giving rise to a conllict of interest with any person,

entity or related undertaking involved in any regulated activiry under this Act,

(2) The Chairperson or any member, other than ex-officio members, shall neither,

for so long as he holds oflice and for a period oI one year thereafter, seek or hold any

office or emplo)rment nor acquire or purchase whether in his name or otherwise any

interest in any compary, corporation, partnership, trust, film or comPany carrying

on business in any rcgulated activity or the business of providing consultaucy or

advisory services to any person undertaking any regulated activity undel this Act.

21, Oflicers, errployees, etc.- To carry out the purposds of this Act, the Authority

may, from time to time, appoint experts, consultants, advisers and other o{ltcers and

employees on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed and the share of Provinces

in the appointment shall be maintained in accordance with paragraph (g) of Article 38 of

the Constitution.

. 2J. Ofllccrs, etc. deemed to bo public aervante. - The Chairperson, memberb,

other offlcers and employees of the Authority shall be deemed to be public servants within
tho meaning of section 21 of the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 186p).

2I(, Fund.- {1} There shall be established a fund to be known as Social Media

Protection and Regulatory Authority Fund which shall vest in the Authoriry and shall be

utilized by the Authority to mcet its financiai nceds in connection with carq/ing out its
functions, including expenses incurred in $etting up and maintaining ofirces, purchasing

and maintaining. equipment, payment o[ salaries and other remuneiations to the

Chairperson, members, employdes, experts and consultants of the Authority and any other

I

:

I

I

I

i



expendirures that may be incurred in carrying out the purposes ofrthis Act and matteis-
incidental thereto. I -'

l2l The Fund shall consist of- 
.

(a) seed money and graitt from the Federal Govemment;

(b) any fee prescribcd by thc Authority;

(c) loans obtained with special or general sanction of the Governmcnt; and

(d) all other sums and additional fees received by the Authority and revenue

received from any other source.

(3) The Authoriry may open and operate one or more accounts in local or foreign

currcncy, in any scheduled bank in Pakistan.

(41 The Authority may invest its funds in such investments as it may, from time Io

time, determine, except fund provided by the Government.

2L, Budgct.- The Authority shall, in respcct oI each financiat year, preparc its own

budget and submit it to the Government through its administrative division and the linance

division three months before the commenccment oI every hnancial year for approval.

2M, Accountg and audlt .- (l) The Authority shall maintain complete and accur+te

books of accounts of its actual expenses and receipts in such form as may be prcscribed.in

accordance with Articles 169 and l7O of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of

Pakistan.

l2l The Authority shall cause to be carried out audit olits accounts by one or more

atditors who are chartercd accountants within the mearing of the Chartercd

Accountants Act, 1961 (X of 1961).

(3) Notwithstanding the audit specihed in sub-sec[ion (2) the Auditor- General of

Pakistan shall have the power to audit or.cause to be audited the accounts of the

Authority.

2N. A!.Dual report.- The Authority shall compile and submit aq annual report on

its operations and accounts for cach financial year to both houses of the Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) and shall also arrangc for its publication and.circulation to the media and thc

public.

9
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2A. Pocrer of the Foderal Govertrnent to lssue dlrecflver.- The Federal
Government may, as and when it considers necessary, issue directives to the Authority on
matters of policy relating to this Act, and such directives shall be.binding on thp Authoriry,
and if a question arises as to whether arsr marter is a matter of poliry or not, the decision
of the Federal Govcrnment shall bc final,

. 2P.. .Indemalty. - No suit, prosecutioi\or {her proceedings shalt lie against the -

Govemment or public authority or functionary or any other person cxcrcising any powers

or performing any function under this Act or for anything done in good faith.

CHAPTER 18

EI{LISTMENT ETC

2Q, Enliatment. - (l) The Authority may rcquire any social media platform to

enlist with it in such manner, form and on payment of such fee, as may be prescribed.

l2l The Authority may stipulate, in addition to the requirements of this Act,

such conditions or requisites as it may deem appropriate while enlisting a

social media platform.

2R. Urllawful or offenslve oullne conten!.- (1) The Authority shall have the

power to issue dircctions to a social media platlorm for removal or blocking of online

conlent, if such online content-

(a) is against the ideologr of Pakistan, ctc.;

(b) incites the public to violate the law, take the law in own hands, with a

view to coerce, intimidate or terrorize public, individuals, groups,

communities, government oflicials and institutions;

(c) incites public or section of public to cause damage to governmental or

private property;

' (d) coerce or intimidate public or section o[ public and thereby pfeventiflg

(e) incites hatred and contempt on religious, sectarian or ethnic basis to stir
up violence orcause intemal disturbance;
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(0 contains anything obscene or pornographjc in contravention of a4y
applicable law; r i

B is known to be fake. or false or there cxist sufficient reasons to believe

that th€ same may be fal<e or fa.lse beyond a reasonable doubt;

(h) contajns aspersions against any pcrson including mcmbcrs of Judiciary,
Armed Forces, Majlis-e-Shoora (P3rliamentl or a Provincial Assembly; or

(i) promotes and encourages terrorism and other forms of violence against

the State or its institutions.

l2l Without prcjudice to any other restrictions in this regard, whilc reporting

the proceedings of the Majlis-c-Shoora (Parliament) or a Provincial Assembly, such

portion of the proceedings as the Chairman of the Senate, the Spcaker of the National

Assembly or, as the case may be, Speaker of the Provincial Assembly may have

ordered to be expunged, sha.ll not be streamed or made available for viewing on social

mcdia platforms in any manner and every effort shall be made to release a fair

account of thc proceedings,

(3) The statements of proscribed organizations or their rePresentatives or

members thereof shall not be strcamcd or made available for viewing on social media

platforms in any manner.

25. Haudling of comptaiats by social media platforms. - The social media

platforms shall maintain an cffective and transparent procedure for handling complaints

about unlawful or offensive online content. The social media pladorms shall supply users

with an easily recognizable, directly accessible, and permanently available procedure for

submitting complaints about unlawful or offensivc online content, ' r

2T, Soclal Mcdia Cooplalnt couDcll, - {1) The Federal Government shall by

notification in the oflicial Gazette, constitute Social Media Complaint Council which shail

consist of a Chairman and four mcmbers including one ex-ollicio member tb receive and

process complaints made by persons, organizations and general public against violation of

any provision of this Act as may be prescribed by regulations,

{21 The Chairman and members other than cx-ofhcio members of thc Council shall

be appointed by thc Federal Government for a term of three years extendablg for
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anolher similar term on the terms and conditions of service as may be determined by

it.

(3) The Chairman arrd members other than ex-officio member of the Council, shatl'

not exceed sixty-trvo years of age qt the time of their initiat appointment.

(4) The Chairman and members of the Council shall be eminent professional'

having a recognized bachelor's degree and wit\ fifteen years experience in information

technolory or law or social media poticy givernance or related emerging technoiogies.

(5) Secrctary or Additional Secrctary of the division to which business of

information technolos, and telccommunication stands allocated shall be lhe ex-

ofhcio member of the Council,

(6) The Chairrnan or a rnember of thc Council may resign from his offrce by wriling

_under his hand addressed to the Federal Government through the division concerned.

l7l The Federal Government may remove thc Chairman or a member of the Council

if he is found unable to perform the functions of his office due to mental or physical

disability, inefficiency or to have committed misconduct.

Explanatlon. - For t'I:e purposes of this section, the expression "misconduct" means

conviction for any offence involving moral turpitllde ar:d abuse or misuse of authority.

(8) In case of a vacancy occurring due to the death, resignation or removal of

Chairman or any member of the Council, other than the ex-offrcio member, the

Federal Government shall appoint another qualified person within a period not

exceeding two months from the date thc vacancy occurred.

2V. Vlolatlou or non-lmptcmcntatloE. - In case of any violation or non-

implementation of any directions of the Authority by a social media platform, the Authority
may approach the Tribunal for appropriate action.

I
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CHAPTER IC

SOCIAL MEDIA PROTEICTION TRIBUNAL

2\t, Triburale. - (llThe Fedbral Government may, by notification in the oflicidl
gazctte, establish as many Social Media"Protecrion ftibunals for the purposes of this Act as

it may determine, Where mori than one such Tribunals are established, the Federal

Govcrnment shall speci$r territorial limits withjn vlhich or the class of cases in respect of

rvhich each of such Tribunal shall exercise jurisdiction undcr this Act.

(21 A Tribunal shall consist of--

(") a Chairman, who has been or is qualified to be a judge of a High Court;

(b) a journalist registered with any press club of Pakistan having not less

than twelve years of relevant experience with lsrown professional

competence in his lield and having a bachelor's degree in journalism

recogrrized by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan; and

(c) a software cngineer, and expert in the field of social mcdia rights having

a minimum of bachelort degree recognized by the Higher Education

Commission of Pakistan, in relevant field or allied subject.

(3) The Chairman and members of a Tribunal shall be appointed bi th; Fede;af

Govemment for a period of three yiars, on such terrns and conditions as may be

. prescribed.

(4) The Chairman or a member of a Tribunai may resign from his oflice by writing
under his hand addressed to the Federa-l Government through the division,to rvhich

business of law stands a.llocated.

(5) The Federa-l Goverhment may remove the Chairman or a member of the

Tribunal if he is found unable to perform the functions of his'office due to mental or
physical disability, ineflicienry or to have committed misconduct.

Explanatlou.- For the purposes ofthis section, the expression 'misconduct'l means

conviction for any offence involving moral turpitude and abuse or misuse of authoriry.

(6) In case of a vacarcy occurring due to thc dcath, resignation, complction of his

term o[ appointment or remova] of Cha.irman or any member of ttre Tribunal, thc

I
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Fcderal Government shall appoint another qualified person within a period no!

exceeding onc month from the date the vacanry occurred.

(71 The Tribunal shall decide all cases within ninety days. In case tl:le decision is

not rendcred within the stipulated_.time, the Tribunal shall record the reasons for the

same,

(8) The Tribunal shall follow such procedule as may be prescribed.

2W. Jurlsdlction of the Trlbulal. - {1) The Tribunal shall exercise such polrers

and perform such functions as are or may be confdrred upon or assigned to it by or under

this Act or rules made thereunder.

(21 Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Authorily may prefcr an appeal

before the Tribunal in such manner as may be prescribed.

2I{,, Appeal agaiust doclslona of the Tribunal.- Any person aggrieved by the frnal

decision of the Tribunal may prefer an appeal to the Supreme Court of Pakistan within

sixty days of receipt of the decision.'

4, Aaendrtrcrt of sectlon lT,Actx,Lof 2016.- ln the said Act, in section 17, fort}lb
word "Authori!/', the words "Pakistan Tcle communication Authorig/ shall be substituted.

5. Inscrtioa ofnew gectlon 26A, Act XL of 2O16.- tn the said Act, after section 26,

thc fotlouiing new section 26A shall be inserted, namely: - .

"26A, I'uBlEhEelrt for false and fake ioformatlon.- Whoever intentiona]ly

disseminates, publicly exhibits, or transmits any information through any information
system, that hc knows or has reason to bclievc to be lalse or fake and likely to cause or

create a sense of fear, panic or disorder or unrest in general public or society shall bc

punished with imprisonment which may extend upto three years or with fine which may

extend to two mitlion rupees or with both.'

6. Amcadarelt ofsection 29, Act XL of2O16.- In the said Act, for scction 29, the

following shall be substitutcd namely -
{29. Iuve3Hgatlor agcncy. - (1) The Fcderal Government shall establish an

investigation agency to be ca.lled ttre National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency

. (NCCIA) for inquiry into, investigation and prosecutibn o[ the offences specilied under
this Act.
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(21 Thc NCCIA shall be headed by a Director General, who shall have the power to

employ any other officers, prosecutors and staif as may be prescdbed.

(3) . The Fcdcral Covernmcnt shall appoint the Director Ceneral ofthe NCCIA for a

noo-extendable term of three ycars, and the administrauon and control of the NCCIA

shall vest in tbe Dircctor Geueral who shall cxercise in respect of tbe NCCIA the

powers of Inspector General of Police under the Police Order, 2002 (Chief Executive's

Order No. 22 of 2OO2),

(4) For the purposes of inquiry and invcstigation, thc officers of t}re NCCIA shall

be deemed to be the police officcr of equivalcnt rank as required ulder the Code, The

officers of the NccIA shall have the same portrers and functions and related authority

Ior the performance of invcstigs,ting functions as are conferred on a police officer of

the equivalent rank under the Code.

(5) After establishment of the NCCIA, the Cyber Crime Wing of the Federal

Investigation Agency shall cease to exist and all personnel, cases, inquiries,

investigations, assets, properties, budget, liabilities, rights, obligations, privileges and

matters related thereto or connected therewith in respect of the defunct Cyber Crime

Wing of the Federal Investigation Agency shall stand transferred to the NccIA.

(6) Unless oth€rwise provided for under this Act, the investigation agency and the

authorized oflicer shall in all matters follow the procedure laid down in the Code to

the extent that it is not inconsistent with any provision of this Act.

(7) The investigation agency shall establish its own capacity for forcns.ic analysis

of the data or in information systcms and thc forcnsic analysis reports generated by

the investigation agency shall not be inadmissible in evidence before any court for the

sole reason that such reports werc gcnerated by the investigation agency,

lgt Notwithstanding provisions of any other law, the Federal Government shall

make ruJes for appointment, profnotion, tranrfer in ttle invcstigation agency including

undertaking of specialized eourses in digital forensics, information techDolory,

computer science and other related matters for training of officers and staff o, the

investigation agency;
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Providcd that until such time, rulcs arc made by the Federal Govemment,

service matters of officers and staff of the NCCIA shall be regulated under the Civil

Servants Act, 1973 (LXXI of 1973) and rules madc thereundcr.

(9) Without prejudice to anything contained in t}lis section, the ru.les, orders.or

any instruments madc and issued under this Act prior to commencament of the

Prcvcntion oI Elcctronic Crimes (Amcndment) Act, 2025 ( oI 20251shall, mutatis

mutandis, apply to the NCCIA with necessary modifications.".

7. Substitutlotr of sectloE 30, Act XL of 2016, - In the said Act, for section 30, thg

following shall be substituted, namely: -
a3O. Powcr to Investlgate. - Only an authorized officer of the invedtigation agericy

shall havc the powers to investigate an oflence under this Act:

Provided that the Federal Government may constitute one or morc joint

investigation teams comprising an authorized officer of NCCIA and any othcr law

enforcement agency for investigation of offences under this Act. The joint

investigation team may seek assistance from any intelligence agency for the purposes

of investigation under this Act.'.

L Ameudoecnt ofsectloa 30D, Act XL of 2016,- In the said Act, in section 30D, for

the word., "Fedcral Investigation Ag€nc/ the words "invcstigating agenc)r" shall be

substituted and for the words 'Pal{istan Telecommunication Authorig/ the words

"Authoril/' shall be substituted.

9. Amendlrlc.t of aectloa 43, Act XL of 2016.- In the said Act, in section 43, -
(a) in sub-section (1), for the expression "lO, 2l and 22", the expression 'tO, 13,

L4,20, 2L, 22 arl.d 26A' shall bc substitutcd: and

(b) in sub-scction (2), for the expression "22,22A, 22rJ and 22C", t}i.c cxpression

"73, 14,20, 22,22A,228,22C and 26A' shall be substituted.

10. Aoendurcat of sectlou 43A, Act XL of 2O16,- In the said Act, i[ section 43A, --
{a) after the expression'21F" the expression "26A" shall be inserted; and

(b) for the words "concerned authorilies" the words "investigation agency'shau be

substihrted.
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11. Insertlon ofnec/ sectlotr 5OA, Act XL of2016, - In the said Act, arter section

50, the following new section 50A shall be inserted, namely: l

aSOA, Traurltory. - Till the establishment of the Authority and NCCIA, the Pakistan

Telecommunication Authority and thq Investigation Agency existing prior to commencement

of the Picvention of Electronic Crimes (Amendment) Act, 2025 ( of 20251shall continui
to perform their functions accordingly.'.

\ '\' :'
12, dmeudoent of section 51, Act XL of 2016,- In the said Act, in section 51,- , _

(a) in sub-section (2),-
(i) for clause (h), the following shalt be substituted, namely,-

"(h) procedure for secking appropriate order oi the Authority for removal, or
blocking of online content;";

(ii) in clause (p), 'and'at the end shall be omitted; and

(iii) in clausc (q), for full stop at the end a semicolon and the word "and" shall
be substituted and thereafter the following new clause shall be added,

namely, -
'(d provision of fines for contravention of the provisions of this Act and rules

made thereunder.".

13. Inse io! ofrew section stA, Act XL of 2016,- In the said Act, after section 51,

amcnded as aforesaid, the following new section shall be inserted, namely, -
"51A, Powor to Dake rogulatloDs. -The Authority may, by notillcation in the official

Oazatle, make regulations for carr5ring out the purposes of this Act.".

14. AmcndDent of sectlotr 55, Act XL of 2O16.- (I) In the said Act, in section 55,.the

existing provision shall be numbered as sub-section (1) of that section and after sub-scction

(i), numbered as aforesaid, the following new sub-sections shall be added, namely: -
"12) Any rules, regulations, orders, directions or instructioris duly made or issupd

under this Act prior to commencement of the Prevention of Electronic Crimes

(Amendment) Act, 2c25 ( ot 2O2S) by an authority competent to rnake them lnd
in force immediately before the said commenccment shatl, in so far as such rules,

regulations, orders, directions or instructions are not inconsistent with the provisions

of this Act or rules, regulations, orders, directions or instructions made or issued

thereunder, be deemed to be rulcs, regulations, orders, directions or instructions

made under this Act.

(3) Notwithstanding the provision of sub-section (2) any such rules' regulations'

orders, directions or instructions existing prior to commencement of the Prevention

of Electronic Crimes (Amendment) Act, 2025 ( of 2025]| or the rules, regulations'

orders, directions o, instructions made or issued thereunder in so far as thcy are

inconsistent lrith the provisions of this Act sball, to the extent of such inconsistency,

be void.".



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Prevention of Electronic Crime5 (Amendment) Act 2025, atms to modemize and

enhance the legislative framework for combafing cybercrime in Pakistan, ensuring alignment

with present-day requirements and addressing t[e growing complexities of cyber threats.

Recognizing the rapid advancement of digital technologies and the increasing sophistication of

cyber offenses, this Act seeks to safeguard citizens, institutions, and the economy from digital

vulnerabilities while fostering a secure and inclusive digital environment.

3. A major feature of the amendments is the clear definition and regulation of unlawful

online content to address issues such as hate speech, misinformation and content inciting

violence or hamr. The amendments also introduce mechanisms to improve collaboration with

social media platforms and enforce compliance with national laws.

4. This legislation reflects Pakistan's commiunent to adapting to the rapidly evolving digital

landscape, ensuring the safety and security of its citizens, promoting accountability in

cyberspace, and aligrring with international best practices for cyber security and digital rights

protection.

5. The Bill seeks to achieve the above-said objectives.
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2. The proposed amendments establish a robust framework for tackling cybercrimes through

the creation of a key governance mechanism, such as the Digitat Rights Protection Authority

@RPA).The DRPA will ensure the protection of citizens' digital rights, regulate online content,

and promote secure and responsible intemet usage.


